Install XP on a pc with pre-installed Vista (Dual Boot)

The following instructions were followed when implementing XP‑SP2 in dual boot mode on a notebook containing a pre-installed Vista. Used successfully on HP Pavilion dv9580ez, HP nc6320, Dell Inspiron and Toshiba Satellite P200.
For better performance, Windows 2000-SP4 is preferable to XP-SP2. Drivers are the same for both Systems.

Instructions contained in this paper can be applied to a desktop. 
Preliminary tasks

1. Identify drivers required: Run Everest Version 4.20 (Build 1170) or later; otherwise you may not be able to precisely identify recent chipsets (http://www.lavalys.com/products/overview.php?pid=3&ps=UE&lang=en)


2. Check driver availability: Make sure the drivers you need are available on the pc manufacturer’s or individual device manufacturers’ sites. You will always find them. It’s a question of time.

3. Go (eventually) for slipstreaming: Slipstreaming is the process whereby you create a new custom XP-SP2 installation disk which includes custom drivers identified in point 1 above. This step is absolutely required if you do not have a diskette reader available (cf. Point 4). 

You can slipstream your XP-SP2 cd using nLite (freeware) (http://www.nliteos.com/download.html). If you choose this procedure, go directly to XP-SP2 installation in dual boot mode below once your cd is ready. I chose to go ahead with what is described in point 4 hereafter.

	It should be noted that a great deal of recent notebooks using Intel operate with the Mobile Intel GM965 (or PM965) Express Chipset


4. Check your Disk Storage environment:

a) Check that the BIOS has a SATA Native Support under the System Configuration tab and that its setting can be changed to Disabled. If this is the case, go to point 5 below

b) If there is no such option, make sure that you get a driver for your Disk Controller before you start with XP. If you have a USB diskette reader, store a copy of the driver onto a diskette. You will need to provide it at xp installation time through the F6 process. If you cannot use a diskette, your only choice is to go for slipstreaming in order to include at least your Disk Controller driver and (why not?) wireless card (or nic) driver.



5. Download a free Windows Vista bootloader tweaking software: Get EasyBCD (version 1.7 or later) (http://neosmart.net/dl.php?id=1 onto a USB key or external Drive. This software works both under XP and Vista.

XP-SP2 installation in dual boot mode

1. Create Vista Recovery dvd’s as instructed unless they are already provided.

2. If there is a pre-installed RECOVERY partition on the disk, make a DVD copy of it or copy it to an external disk because it may be deleted in the course of your XP install

3. Back up the Vista partition (optional)

4. Download the drivers for your network components, wireless card or nic, and save them to an external device such as a floppy disk or flash drive.

5. Shrink the Vista partition in order to leave space for the XP to be installed. Right-click on Computer ‑ Manage) and go to Disk Management.

6. Change the DVD drive letter from D: to something else so that XP will be loaded onto the D: partition when it is installed


7. If you have an XP-SP2 installation disk which you slipstreamed, go directly to Item 9 below.


8. If you have a SATA disk, go into the BIOS on your computer startup. Under the System Configuration tab, change the setting to Disabled. Then hit F10 to Save and Exit. If there is no such feature available, use the F6 option in the XP installation process (Item 9 below) to provide XP with the appropriate Disk Controller driver (cf. Item 4‑b under Preliminary tasks above).


9. Insert your Windows XP-SP2 installation CD and create the partition you wish to install XP on. After the installation is complete you should boot automatically into XP.

10. Set your folder options to see hidden files and to show protected operating system files. Then open Windows Explorer and go to the drive where Vista is installed. Copy the folder Boot, and the files bootmgr, boot.ini, NTDETECT.COM and ntldr and paste them to the root of your XP drive.

11. Install .Net Framework (version 2.0 at least) which is required by EasyBCD.

12. At this stage, Vista will no longer be able to boot because its Bootloader was overwritten by XP. To repair this, use EasyBCD 1.7. Go to Restoring Vista and dual booting using the Vista DVD below
	Warning
Even when your XP/Vista machine is happily dual-booting, you should be aware that, as you work in Vista, the System Restore utility automatically creates restore points that let you launch the system in a previous state and recover from errors. But when you exit Vista and launch XP, the Vista restore points are deleted.


Restoring Vista and dual booting 

Because you can’t use the Windows XP bootloader to boot Vista, we have to reinstate Vista’s bootloader to the MBR and configure it to manage both operating systems. 

Install and run EasyBCD 1.7 and click on the Manage Bootloader button. Select Reinstall the Vista bootloader and press Write MBR.
Then go to the Add/Remove Entries button and press the Windows tab.
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Vista & XP – EasyBCD
In the Type box, select Windows NT/2k/XP/2k3. Give the new entry a name (ie: Windows XP) and select the drive letter you have XP on and then press Add Entry, followed by Save. 

You can also choose which entry you would like as the default the system will boot to by pressing the Change Settings button and selecting the corresponding system in the Default OS box. Press Save Settings.
Reboot the system and you’ll have two entries in the Vista bootloader, and can boot into either operating system. 



Vista Bootloader
Removing Windows XP

If you eventually decide that dualbooting XP as the second OS isn’t all it’s cracked up to be, it’s pretty easy to undo the changes made. 

Use EasyBCD to remove the Windows XP boot entry, and then go into Computer Management (right-click on Computer, Manage) and go to Disk Management.

Right-click the drive on which the Windows XP partition is and select Delete Volume. 

Right-click the newly-created partition and select Delete Partition. 

Then right-click the C: drive (the Vista system partition) and click Extend Volume – this opens up the Extend Volume Wizard. 

 

Extend Volume Wizard
The wizard gives you a readout on how much space is actually available to extend the partition – enter in how much you want to use and press Next. Vista will extend the system partition to reclaim the disk and Windows is well and truly gone.

Fixing the corrupt bootloader

If the Windows XP bootload corrupts during the install, performing a reinstall won’t fix it, nor will going into the XP Recovery Mode and attempting to repair the MBR.

Luckily, the install was up to the stage where all you need to do is be able to boot from the Windows XP partition, and the install will pick up from where it left off.

To achieve this, follow the procedure outlined above to restore the Vista bootloader under Restoring Vista and Dual booting. 

This allows the system to boot into Vista, and then you can use EasyBCD to create an XP boot entry and boot into that to continue on with XP's installation. 
1 / 4 

                                                                   revised 19 Feb. 2008

